
  

 

September 2022 

 

Y axley Mes senger 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Village Hall Quiz—10th September  
Harvest Supper—16th September 

Open Church—28th September 
Table Tennis—28th September 

Macmillan Coffee Morning—1st October 
Harvest Festival & Songs of Praise—2nd October 

Halloween Party—29th October 
Craft Fayre—12th November 

An Evening with Charlie Haylock—10th December 
Crib Service—24th December 

Red House Farm 
Pen and Ink by Chris Virgo 
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Friday 16th September 

7 for 7.30  
 

£10 adults 
£5 accompanied children aged 4—12 

 
Admission by ticket only  

 
Two course meal—Bring your own drink 

 
Please request vegetarian/gluten free in advance 

 
Tickets available from  

Pauline Smith 783016, Julian Moore 788140 
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Table Tennis at 
Yaxley Village Hall 

Wednesday, 28 September 
7 to 9 p.m. 

(7—8 p.m. under 16s 
8—9 p.m. adults) 

 
£2 per person 

 
Bats and balls provided 

For further information 
contact  

Richard Pursehouse  
07805 048156 

purserich@gmail.com 
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St Mary’s 
Church, Yaxley 

 
Open Invite 

 
Wednesday 28th September 

In the church  
Tea and coffee provided 

 
 

Come along and get to know your local PCC representatives 
Take a little time to look at the church 

Talk about what you would like to see in St Mary’s 
 

The coffee mornings in the Village Hall have been 
discontinued but would you like to  

have regular meetings in the church? 
 

The idea of a local history group has been  
proposed—will this be welcome?  

 
Volunteers are required to help with a little cleaning 

 
 
 
There are plans to hold get-together meetings on the 

2nd Sunday of every month between 10.30 and 
midday—so the church can welcome folk and get to 
know people in the village.  No structured service, 

children welcome and plenty of chat and fun 
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Clubs and Societies 
The Art Club  

 

Meets in the Village Hall on Tuesdays 10.00 a.m. – 12 noon 
 

Sept 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th 
All abilities welcome, £3.00.  Come and create something artistic. 

 

Further details: Chris Virgo 788819. 

The Garden Club 
 

The next meeting is on 1st September  
Afternoon visit to Otley Hall Garden 

 

More details:   Celia Pearson 788494  

The Four Seasons Ladies’ Group  
 

Next meeting Sept 20th at 2 p.m. 
 

A talk by John Hawes 
 

More details:  Avril 678749 

Yaxley and Mellis Reading Group 
 

Enjoy reading?  Want to discuss books with others? 
 

Fourth Thursday afternoon of the month 
 

Further details: Marie Needham 07904 121215 mnwhizz@yahoo.co.uk 

The Yaxley Needlework and Craft Group  
 

September 7th and 21st 
at 2 p.m. in the Village Hall   

(Sept 21st is a stash buster as well as usual meeting—see page 18) 
 

Share skills, complete projects—with tea and chat £2.50 
Do come along and join us. 

 

More details: Celia Tel 788754  or email: celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk
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The Parish Clerk may be contacted by phone on 01379 783203 or 07958 623897 
between 9.00 am and 7.00pm from Monday to Friday and on Saturday from 9.00am to 
1.00pm.  Please leave a voicemail message if there is no reply and the Clerk will return 
your call as soon as possible.  Contact may also be made by email:-  
philip.c.freeman@btinternet.com or by letter to: Philip Freeman, 2 Mellis Road, 
Thrandeston, Diss, IP21 4BU 
If there is an emergency then please phone 07958 623897 
Website:  http://yaxley.onesuffolk.net 
 
 
 

Councillors:    N Young (Chairman)   I Luff       K Pawsey     Roy Hall    
                      J R Hawes   J R A Moore  C Wright   James Laughlin   Karin Stubbbington 

 
The Parish Council 

 

The agenda/notices are on the Parish Noticeboard five days prior 
to the meeting 

Roundabout and Highways 

Concern has been expressed in Yaxley for some time about safety at the roundabout at the 
junction of the A140, Eye Road Yaxley and Castleton Way. I have contacted the Highways 
Department of Suffolk County Council many times in the past few weeks using both the online 
reporting system and the Highways emergency phone line.  Unfortunately, the Highways 
Department has not considered any action was necessary.  I therefore contacted the local County 
Councillor and as a result received a phone call from the Head of Operational Highways and 
during the phone conversation which lasted approximately 40 minutes raised the problems that 
the people of Yaxley are experiencing with Highways matters in general but in particular the 
roundabout.  You will have noticed that a large section of the grass verge has been cut recently 
which has improved visibility of the traffic coming from the Ipswich direction.  Ian Luff and I 
from the Parish Council yesterday met a Community Liaison Engineer.  He informed us that this 
area of the grass verge had been cut by the contractor who has responsibility for the roundabout 
and that a 1.2 m strip of the grass verge should be cut every month and the larger area which has 
recently been cut once each year.  Mr Luff and I intend to propose to the Parish Council that it 
takes responsibility for cutting the larger area on a regular basis.  The Community Liaison 
Engineer agreed to find out when the vegetation on the roundabout itself will be cut. 
  
Other problems with Highways were also raised in our meeting and these included: 

• The cutting of the grass verges in the local area is already one month behind schedule. 

• The spate of accidents, mostly lorries and large vans, on the A140 on the stretch of road 
by Goswold Hall. 

• The high speed of vehicles as they approach the roundabout and what can be done to 
slow them down. 

  
The Parish Council has been promised feedback following our meeting. 
  
Philip Freeman 
Clerk to Parish Council 
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St. Mary’s Church 
South Hartismere Benefice 

Sept 2022 

September is a real time for new starts: children and their parents starting a new 
school or a new school year, young people off to college or uni… there are so many ways 
we take those next steps on our journeys around the academic calendar.  

Of course, with these next steps come worries. What are you worrying about at the 
moment? Most of us carry a sack of worries with us! Family, job, cost of living, home, 
health… the list can feel never ending at times. It was just the same in Jesus’ day. It’s easy 
to say, ‘Don’t worry,’ to one another, and indeed the Bible says, ‘Don’t worry,’ too, but it’s 
pretty hard to put that not worrying into action. Jesus gives us a practical alternative: 
‘Consider the lilies of the field,’ he says. Sounds a bit weird, you say. Well, you can find the 
whole story in Matthew 6:25-33 but, basically, it’s an invitation to step off the treadmill of 
our busy lives and simply be in the moment, to see the beauty of the world around us, in 
detail. Today we might call it mindfulness, in earlier times they called it the sacrament of 
the present moment. In stopping for long enough to see the beauty and extraordinary 
colour and form of the flowers and leaves all around us we are entering into the gift of the 
world around us. 

So, take a moment to stop, pause and look. Think about what you are worried about and 
take a moment to lay it down for a while. If it’s your thing, you can allow God to hold your 
worry, if not, just try to set it aside and enjoy some peace and quiet. My peaceful time, 
when I am able to hand things over to God, is when I am doodling. Recently I saw a great 
quote that said, ‘Listen and silent are spelled with the same letters. Think about it.’  I did 
think about it – and I found it really powerful; because sometimes we think we are listening, 
but we aren’t really because we haven’t silenced all of the things that are churning round 
inside our heads. Sometimes to silence those things we need to name them. 

Of course, none of this solves any of our worries but it might just give us the headspace or 
calmness to think things through more clearly. And remember, your church community is 
here to offer help too. If you’d like a listening ear, just get in touch. 

Love and prayers, 

Reverend Lauren 

 

 

From the Parishes             

Welcome to those who were baptised: Edith Bray and Maddox Gavin; 
Thorndon; Luna Lockwood, Thornham Magna; Jaxon Kohn, Wetheringsett 

Congratulations to Vicky and Dale Stannard, Mellis; and Anna and Jeremy 
Moore, Thorndon on their Wedding Blessings 
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This month I’ve tried to find some cooler titles… Well, I found one 
anyway.   
 

Cold  
by Ranulph Fiennes 
 
A trip to the arctic, which is tempting!  An incredibly well written 
and detailed insight into an exploration, with history and geology 
to boot.  A tale of perseverance, stamina, and no doubt just good 
luck too.  How they survived!  It made me feel cold reading it, so 
a recommended one for the heatwaves now upon us. 
 

The Feather Men  
by Ranulph Fiennes 
 
The second from the same author, and a little warmer.  Once 
again, a tale of survival, but this time not from the cold,  but from 
paid assassins.  Revenge from years before resulted in a series of 
deaths, but they were noticed.  A plot that could be straight out of 
any fiction author, but in this case a true story, of those who 
noticed and did something about it just in time. It was a clear 
case of people looking after their own.  A rare book, but certainly 
well worth reading. 
 

Ghost  
by Robert Harris 
 
Not a ghost story!    Also a film, of a ghost writer to an ex-prime 
minister with a secret or two.  Said to be based on one, but I 
couldn’t possibly say who.  An intrigue from start to finish, with 
connection to real events in recent history.  A determined 
investigative writer, who perhaps finds out too much for his own 
good. 
 
 

The Yaxley Book Shelf  Vol 8 

By Andrew Martinelli…. 
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The Spy and The Traitor  
by Ben Macintyre 
 
If the name Oleg Gordievsky rings a bell, then you may know the plot.  
A KGB agent, the highest ranking to have provided Britain with a 
wealth of information.  Appalled by the building of the Berlin Wall and 
the Soviet crushing of the Prague Spring, he was eventually spirited to 
safety in the boot of a car before he was arrested.  In other cases the 
justification for becoming a double agent was often for money or 
power, in this case “..he demanded a different, better soundtrack to 
his life…” , literally in wanting to be able to legally appreciate the 
music of Bach and read books that were banned.  Some interesting 
connections with past and present politicians. 
 

Atlantis  
by David Gibbins 
 
The lost city, but not Dunwich.   Could the long lost secret be found? 
If you liked the Da Vinci Code and the unravelling of the symbols, 
then this one is for you.  If I say anymore, it will spoil the read! 
 
 

And from your editor 

The Light Years 
by Elizabeth Jane Howard 
 
This is the first of five books that follow a family through from 1937 
until shortly after the War. The writing is superb—she really gets into 
the minds of her characters.  This first book starts very gently and 
builds to a crescendo.  I thoroughly recommend it—I am currently on 
the fourth book.   
 
 

Share your favourite/ latest books with us—just a few words 
on each will do 

Email your notes to me at tony1andabby2@hotmail.com 

Abby 
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Sports & Remedial Massage       Swedish & Hot Stone Massage             
Indian Head Massage        Reflexology     Sugaring (Waxing)                    

Hopi Ear Candles      Facials      Basic Manicures        
Basic Pedicures      Eyebrow Shape & Tint      Lymph Drainage                

Facial Massage 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gift Vouchers available 

Also available for sporting and charity events including pamper evenings 

 

Ring or text for information or to book an appointment 

Meadow View, Maple Close, Yaxley 

Email: ebmassage@btinternet.com 
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The Cherry Tree 
OLD NORWICH ROAD, YAXLEY, EYE IP23 8BH 

Tel: 01379 783 820  

Check our Facebook page for opening 
times and events 



14 

 

NORFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL proposes to make a Temporary Traffic Order 
affecting the:  

 

1) A1066 Victoria Road from its junction with U70020 Vinces 
Road for 150m westwards;  

2) A1066 Victoria Road from its junction with U70020 Vinces 
Road for 150m eastwards;  

3) & 4) A1066 Victoria Road 150m west of its junction with U70020 
Vinces Road for 300m eastwards;  

5) U70020 Vinces Road from its junction with A1066 Victoria 
Road for 100m northwards;  

6) & 7) A1066 Victoria Road 150m west of its junction with U70020 
Vinces Road for 300m eastwards;  

8) A1066 Victoria Road 150m west of its junction with U70020 
Vinces Road for 300m eastwards; and  

9) U70020 Vinces Road from its junction with A1066 Victoria 
Road for 100m northwards  

in the TOWN OF DISS because of NCC junction improvement scheme 
works. 

The roads 1) to 7) will be temporarily closed (except for access) and roads 
(8) and 9) will be temporarily subject to a 20mph speed restriction 
between 07:00 on 3rd September to 19:00 on 13th November 
2022, only while signs indicating the closure are in place, for the duration 
of the works, expected to be about 72 days within the period. 
 
Alternative route is via: Clockwise for closure east side of Vinces Road – 
A1066 Victoria Road, A140 Scole Bridge, A143 Bury Road, A1088 Thetford 
Road/Euston Road, A1066 Thetford Road/Diss Road/Victoria Road; Anti-
clockwise for closure west side of Vinces Road – A1066 Victoria Road/Diss 
Road/Thetford Road, A1088 Euston Road/Thetford Road, A143 Bury Road, 
A140 Scole Bridge, A1066 Victoria Road (Harling, Diss, Ixworth Thorpe, 
Euston, North Lopham, Botesdale, Brettenham, Roydon, Wortham, 
Stanton, Thrandeston, Stuston, Hepworth, Palgrave, Garboldisham, 
Riddlesworth, Wattisfield, Burgate, Bressingham, South Lopham, 
Honington, Rickinghall Superior, Scole, Bardwell, Fakenham Magna, 
Ixworth, Rickinghall Inferior).  
 

Road Closure in Diss 
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Please note that during the closure access and egress to Vinces Road to be 
managed by Gatemen when works are carried out across its junction with 
A1066 Victoria Road.  
 
(If necessary the restriction could run for a maximum period of 18 months 
from the date of the Order) 
 
Penalty: £1000 maximum fine on conviction and/or endorsement for 
contravention. 
 
In the event of the start date being delayed the new start date will be 
displayed on site in advance. 
 
The person dealing with enquiries at Norfolk County Council is Harvey 
Woodyatt (Community and Environmental Services) Telephone 0344 800 
8020. 

mailto:celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk
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 Thank You 
Pauline and Lloyd 

Pauline and Lloyd came to Yaxley in 1997 and have been hosting 
the Strawberry Tea ever since.  That's 24 years and a whole shed 
load of strawberries!  Time now to pass to a new venue and 
someone else to organise.  
 
Pauline looks forward to being invited in 2023 and going as a 
guest in a new location.  
 
This year the Strawberry Tea raised £331 for the church building 
fund. 
 
 
 
 

They thought the cat went up the chimney and all began to shout 
Lloyd got out his chimney rods to fish poor pussy out 
The intruder in the chimney stayed for several days 
Freed at last by the sweep, it just flew away 
And the cat, who had been in hiding all the time 
Sauntered back as if to say, what's up, I'm fine 
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Saturday, 1st October  

Yaxley Village Hall 
10.30 to noon 

 

Coffee and cake free—but 
donations please for the charity. 

Offers of help, cakes, 
raffle prizes would be 

appreciated 
 

Please contact Pauline 
on  783016 

The Crib Service in  
St Mary’s Church with  
Rev Julia will return on 

24th December this year 
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Harvest Festival  
and Songs of Praise 
St Mary’s Church, Yaxley 
Sunday 2nd October at 6pm  
with Rev Julia  
 
We will be having a collection of  
non perishable goods for the  
Foodbank.  The Foodbank will  
also accept fresh fruit and  
vegetables, so please leave any  
home grown produce in the  
church porch on the day  
 
Anyone wishing to  
help decorate the  
church please 
contact Pauline  on 783016 

What is a Stash Buster? 
 

We needlewomen and crafters seem to find it impossible to resist buying 
items with which we fall in love even if we have no immediate plans for 
them.  We put them in our stashes and look at them from time to time.  
However, sometimes after the passage of time we still cannot think of a 
use for them.  Enter the stash buster.   
 

People bring things they no longer want and other people fall in love with 
them and take them away—putting a contribution into the pot for charity.  
Anything unclaimed at the end of the day goes to a charity shop. 
 

Items can be fabric, patterns, books, yarn—almost anything that will 
appeal to a crafter. 
 

Yaxley Needlework and Craft Group are having their next 
Stash Buster on 21st September. 
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Does your Oil Tank need replacing? 
We are your local oil tank installer established 
since 1989 with over 16,000 installations to date 

• New oil tank installations, relocations and servicing 

• Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks 

• Kingspan Titan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in 
stock 

• OFTEC registered 

• Kingspan Titan Accredited 

• Fully insured 

• Parish magazine discount 

• Free surveys 
Tel: 01449 781210 
Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk 
www.tankchange.co.uk 
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Registered as a company limited by guarantee in England & Wales 
Registered office as above.  Registered No: 6772134 

Registered Charity No: 1127983 

LOOKING FOR A GREAT PRE-SCHOOL FOR YOUR 
CHILD? 

 
NEED BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE? 

 
Pre-School Sessions Available Now for all 2, 3  

and 4 year olds. 
 Funded session available. 

 
Breakfast and After School Club is available to all  
Pre-School and Mellis Primary School Children. 

 
We are open term time, Monday-Friday 7.45am-5.00pm.  

 
For more information or to book a visit please get in touch  

 

Early Years Provision 
Mellis CEVCP School, Yaxley Road, Mellis, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 

8DP 
Website: www.ympreschool.co.uk 

Email: contactus@ympreschool.co.uk       
Telephone:  01379 788458 

http://www.ympreschool.co.uk
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Professional 
Decorators 

 
High quality, reliable 
service for all your 
interior and exterior 

requirements 
 

Telephone: 01379 
586768 

Mobile: 07766 982600 

 

Nick Bobby 

Tree Services 
 

NPTC and LANTRA qualified  
 

Professional Service  
 

Competitive rates  
 

All aspects of tree work  

undertaken  
 

Professional hedge cutting/

reducing  

 
www.nickbobbytreeservices.co.uk 

Free quotations call: 01379 871459 

or  07545 989081 

 
 

KEVIN EMANS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 
  Grass Cutting 
  Hedge Trimming 
  Weeding 
  Lawn Edging 
  Pruning 
  Strimming 
  Mulching 
  Jet Washing 

 
For more information please ring  

or email Kevin on 
Mobile: 07801 540045 
Home: 01953 681198 

Email: 
kevinemansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com 

Mark Jardine 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

All Household Plumbing, Large or Small 
Full Bathroom Installation 

Domestic Heating, Radiators, Pumps etc. 
Water Softeners 

All Work Anglian Water Certified 

24 Hour Emergency Call Out 
 

 

 

 

 
            Anglian Water Approved 
 

Tel: 01728 628291 
Mob 07854 924801 

Email: mgjardine@btinternet.com 
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Emergency numbers 
 Eye Health Centre  
 NHS Direct 
 Botesdale Health Centre 
 Citizens’ Advice Bureau (Diss) 
 Suffolk Police (non-emergency) 
 Suffolk Fire Safety 
 Electricity (emergency) 
 Anglian Water (emergency) 
 Essex and Suffolk Water (emergency) 

       01379 870689 
       0845 4647   
       01379 898295 
       01379 640530 
       just phone 101 
       01473 260586 
       0800 783 8838 
       0800 145145 
       0845 7820999 

Supply your news/village events by 15th of the month please to  
Abby Brett at Willow Lodge, Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley, IP23 8BX 

telephone 01379 783984 or email: tony1andabby2@hotmail.com 

Business advertising 
The cost of advertising per month is: £4.00/quarter page, £7.00/half page,  

£12.00/whole page. Please contact Tony Brett, as above. 
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The cost of energy and food is so high now. With the kids home from school for the summer, 
I’m having to pay more for lunches and snacks. I’m worried about how I’ll put food on the 
table. I’m on a prepayment meter and I’m really scared we’re going to be left without any gas or 
electric if I can’t top up. What can I do? 

 

First of all, I’m really sorry to hear how tough things have been for you. You’re doing the right 
thing in reaching out for support and there are things you can get help with. 

As a prepayment meter customer, your energy supplier will be able to give you temporary credit if 
you can’t afford to top up your meter. They might add this to your meter automatically, but if they 
don’t, you can call them and ask them to do this. 

If you run out of temporary credit, speak to your supplier to explain your situation. They may give 
you extra temporary credit if you’re struggling with living costs. There are other reasons why they 
might give you extra credit too, including if you’re disabled, have a long-term health condition, or 
you have children under the age of 5. You’ll have to pay back anything extra you get, but you can 
agree how to do this in a way you can afford with your supplier. 

As you say, the cost of living is really high but there is help available. If you pay council tax and 
you’re in bands A-D, you should get a payment of £150 automatically. It could take until the end 
of September, but if you've not had it already you might need to make a claim. 

You might also be able to get help from the Household Support Fund, which helps those 
experiencing financial hardship. They can offer support with energy bills, with food or other 
essentials. 

For more information on the £150 payment or the Household Support Fund, email Babergh & Mid 
Suffolk District Council on housingsolutions@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk or call 0300 123 4000. 

There’s more government support coming from October in the form of a £400 payment to help 
you with your energy bills. If you have a prepayment meter, you’ll be given vouchers in the first 
week of each month from October, via text, email or post. Make sure your energy company has 
your up-to-date details. 

To help manage other costs, it’s also worth checking you’re getting all the benefits you’re entitled 
to. There are benefits calculators you can use online or Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can complete 
a benefit check for you. If you can’t afford to buy food, Citizens Advice also can help you get a 
referral for a food bank. 

We know this is an extremely worrying time and everyone’s situation is different. Don’t struggle 
alone. 

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on this or any other issue, including debt, 
employment, benefits and family law.  You can contact them on 01449 676060 or use the 
contact form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.  For more information and our opening hours 
go to midsuffolkcab.org.uk. 
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An Evening with Charlie Haylock 

Yaxley Village Hall 
 
Saturday 10th 
December 
 
7.00 for 7.30 

Tickets £8 each  

available from  

1st September  

from Ian and Celia at  

The Red House,  

Old Ipswich Road,  

Yaxley,  

telephone  

01379 788754  

or email 

i.muir@btinternet.com 

Charlie is an 
extremely amusing 
expert on dialects, 

especially the 
Suffolk accent.  

He was adviser to 
Ralph Fiennes  

for the film  
“The Dig” 

Preliminary interest 
has been keen, so get 
your tickets early to 
avoid disappointment 


