
  

 

July 2022 

 

Y axley Mes senger 

St Mary’s, Yaxley from the air 
 
Photograph taken by Andrew Martinelli (of Devvia Air) using a drone.  
Andrew is offering customised aerial photography and surveys.  For 
contact details see page 13 
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Strawberry Tea 
 

Sunday 31st July 

2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

in the beautiful garden of 

Ashton Cottage,  

Church Lane, Yaxley  
One time home of Sir Frederick Ashton of the 

Royal Ballet 

 

 

To include strawberries 

and cream, tea and cakes 

(and a raffle) 

Pay on the day—£5  

Proceeds to our village church 

 

Offers of cakes, 
raffle prizes and 

HELP would really 
be appreciated 

If it rains it will 

be held in the 

Village Hall  
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Clubs and Societies 
The Art Club  

 

Meets in the Village Hall on Tuesdays 10.00 a.m. – 12 noon 
 

July  5th, 12th, 19th and 26th 
All abilities welcome, £3.00.  Come and create something artistic. 

 

Further details: Chris Virgo 788819. 

The Garden Club 
 

The next meeting is on 7th July  
and is the Annual Garden Party 

Members free—visitors £3 
 

More details:   Celia Pearson 788494  

The Four Seasons Ladies’ Group  
 

Next meeting is our Annual Outing on July 19th 
 

By ticket only.   
 

More details:  Avril 678749 

Yaxley and Mellis Reading Group 
 

Enjoy reading?  Want to discuss books with others? 
 

Fourth Thursday afternoon of the month 
 

Further details: Marie Needham 07904 121215 mnwhizz@yahoo.co.uk 

The Yaxley Needlework and Craft Group  
 

July 13th and 27th 
at 2 p.m. in the Village Hall   

 

Share skills, complete projects—with tea and chat £2.50 
Do come along and join us. 

 

More details: Celia Tel 788754  or email: celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk
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The Parish Clerk may be contacted by phone on 01379 783203 or 07958 623897 
between 9.00 am and 7.00pm from Monday to Friday and on Saturday from 9.00am to 
1.00pm.  Please leave a voicemail message if there is no reply and the Clerk will return 
your call as soon as possible.  Contact may also be made by email:-  
philip.c.freeman@btinternet.com or by letter to: Philip Freeman, 2 Mellis Road, 
Thrandeston, Diss, IP21 4BU 
If there is an emergency then please phone 07958 623897 
Website:  http://yaxley.onesuffolk.net 
 
 
 

Councillors:    N Young (Chairman)   I Luff       K Pawsey     Roy Hall    
                      J R Hawes   J R A Moore  C Wright   James Laughlin   Karin Stubbbington 

 
The Parish Council 

 

The agenda/notices are on the Parish Noticeboard five days prior 
to the meeting 

Yaxley Coffee Morning 
 

July 27th (the 4th Wednesday of the month)  
at 10 a.m. in the Village Hall   

 

Coffee, home made cake and chat 
Funds raised are for the Church Building Fund 

 

All welcome:  we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible 

A ‘namaste’ just makes my day 
With love at heart, fair is its sway 
“May peace in me meet peace in you” 
Give peace a chance—it’s all that’s true 

E 

From the “Secret Poet” 

mailto:celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk
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St. Mary’s Church 
South Hartismere Benefice 

July 2022 

What’s on in July? 

After all the excitement of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations, you might be hoping for a quieter time in 
July! This month marks the end of the academic year, and many of us will be hoping to go away on 
holiday; but if you’re on the look-out for things to do or things to celebrate, here is this month’s 
selection. 

The most well-known is American Independence Day on 4th July when the people of America 
celebrate Independence Day, commemorating the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on 
July 4, 1776, declaring independence from the Kingdom of Great Britain. 

Then there’s World Chocolate Day on 7th July– any excuse to eat chocolate! – but also a day to think 
about fair trading for the six million people globally who depend on growing cocoa for their livelihoods. 
Most cocoa farmers have never eaten chocolate, and earn less than a dollar a day. Did you know that 
it takes 5 years for a cocoa pod to grow? 

On St. Swithin’s Day, 15th July we keep our fingers crossed for sunny weather, because according to 
legend, if it rains today, it will continue to rain for 40 days and 40 nights. This is a good day to think of 
and pray for our farmers, that the weather conditions will be just right for harvesting crops. 

The Commonwealth Games begins on 28th July. This is an international multi-sport event involving 
athletes from the Commonwealth of Nations, and this year it will be held in Birmingham. 

Lastly, one that I’m not so familiar with, Global Tiger Day on 29th July - an annual celebration to raise 
awareness for the plight of tigers and the urgent need for tiger conservation 

 

And in our group of churches, we are celebrating the Ordination of Debbie Nicholls at the Cathedral on 
2nd July at 2.00pm. Debbie will be a full-time Pioneer Curate.  

On Sunday 10th July we celebrate Sea Sunday - Come along for a picnic/BBQ, crafts and songs. This 
is the last session of CONNECT until the Autumn, but we are hoping to hold a Mid-week Meet up 
throughout August to help keep us connected through the long summer break – details to follow. 

Whatever you are doing this summer, may God go with you.  

Blessings   

Julia 

From the Parishes:  
Congratulations to Ben Lloyd and Daisie Bloomfield, married at Yaxley 
 
Welcome to those who were baptised: Iris Mepham, Thorndon; Cory Ling, 
Wetheringsett; Bertie Marshall, Gislingham 
 
In Loving Memory: Andrew Crane and Revd Ivan Meads, Thorndon;  
Susan Clarke, Yaxley; Simone Dale, Thornham Parva; Robin Thompson, Mellis 
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Another holiday, at last, and a few books read, as well as some old 
ones, and not all WW2 this time!  Some from guests too. 
 
Please do send any good reads in, especially from any local authors. 
 

On Hampstead Heath  
by Marika Cobbold 

A journalist threatened with losing her job stretches a story.  As the 
story proves more popular than the truth an interesting twist 
develops.    Some very thought-provoking parts, including “Where 
lies go unopposed, democracy dies”, which was a reminder for why 
the lead character became a journalist.  Topical.   
 

The Commitments  
by Roddy Doyle 

A book, film and stage play all in one.  Very funny, great music and 
a must to read as well as see.  Wry Irish humour, set in a Dublin 
that may once have existed. 
 

Colditz  
by P.R Reid 

The truth as it was inside Colditz.  A place meant to be impossible 
to escape from, and a story of the ingenuity of those captured but 
with no intention of staying put.  Tunnels; imitation uniforms; keys; 
passes; LP records sent with maps hidden in them, all of this and 
more.  A great read to escape time. 
 

City of Vengeance  
by D.V Bishop 

Florence in 1536.  A tale of early lawmakers, and a conflict for the 
lead character.   
If you like Florence, this will remind you of the wonder of the city, 
and also intrigue with the history of the power struggles that 
included the infamous Medici family. 
 

The Yaxley Book Shelf  Vol 6 

By Andrew Martinelli…. 
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The Fourth K  
by Mario Puzo 

From the author of The Godfather, but this time a political thriller.  A 
Kennedy as President, who seems to have a different approach.  
However, when family tragedy strikes, he reverts to retaliation and 
revenge.  A gripping, if violent, diversion. 
 

What Lies Between Us 
by John Marrs 
Intriguing story of mother & daughter who share dreadful secrets.  
A twisted tale of two people who are interdependent and yet yearn 
to hate each other.  As secrets are unravelled, they worsen.   
A suspensive and addictive read of dysfunctional relationships.  Full 
of surprises! 
 

And from Irene Rosedale 

All these are non-fiction: 

From a Clear Blue Sky 
by Timothy Knatchbull 
About the bomb that killed Mountbatten in County Sligo. 
 

Herm Our Island Home 
by Jenny Wood 
This is a wonderful book about a family who bought Herm in 1949 
and developed it into a holiday destination as it is today. 
 

A Bridge Too Far 
by Cornelius Ryan 
About the battle of Arnhem—one of my favourite books ever.  I’ve 
been to both bridges, and it brought tears to my eyes.  Some of you 
may have seen the film—best war film ever made. 
 

The Garden in the Clouds 
by Antony Woodward 
Any gardener will love this book—a high drama of hilltop gardening, 
very funny. 
 

… continued 
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The Cherry Tree 
OLD NORWICH ROAD, YAXLEY, EYE IP23 8BH 

Tel: 01379 783 820  

Check our Facebook page for opening 
times and events 

Where the Hell Have You Been 
by Tom Carver 
A fantastic story of escape from a PoW camp by Richard Carver—
the stepson of Montgomery.  He eventually managed to meet up 
with Montgomery after a year to be greeted with the words 
“Where the hell have you been?”. 
 

Chastise 
by Max Hastings 
 
A fantastic read about the Dambusters story. 
 

Share your favourite/ latest books with us—just a few 
words on each will do 

Email your notes to me at tony1andabby2@hotmail.com 

Abby 
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Nick Bobby 

Tree Services 
 

NPTC and LANTRA qualified  
 

Professional Service  
 

Competitive rates  
 

All aspects of tree work  

undertaken  
 

Professional hedge cutting/

reducing  

 
www.nickbobbytreeservices.co.uk 

Free quotations call: 01379 871459 

or  07545 989081 

 
 
 

Advertise here 
 
 

for £4 per month 
 
 
 

Contact Tony Brett on  
01379 783984 or  

 
email:  

tony1andabby2@hotmail.com 
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The Village Hall Committee are always on the 
lookout for new ideas, offers of help and suggestions 
of ways in which we can improve what we offer the 
community.  We would really welcome people who 
can volunteer (either on a regular commitment or as 
a one-off) to give a little of their time to keep things 
ticking over.  As you can imagine, there is a never-
ending list of small jobs to do to maintain this 
valuable asset in the Village! 

Do you fancy spending a bit of time 
volunteering for example, cleaning down the 
external parts of the Hall, litter picking, gardening, 
helping with coffee mornings or making teas and 
cakes?  If so, we would love to hear from you. 

We also have our Village Hall Committee of  7 
people to manage and oversee the Village Hall and 
King George’s Field and would welcome a couple 
more people to join us.  We are a registered member 
of the Charity Commission and we are funded only 
by applying for grants, hall hire for parties and 
groups and by our own fund raising activities. 

If you are interested in either volunteering in 
some capacity or becoming a member of the 
Committee, please contact Ian Muir who is our 
current Chairman on i.muir@btinternet.com or 
phone him on 01379 788754.    

Village Hall News 



13 

 

Coming Soon to a  

Village Hall Near You 

Quiz Night—2nd July 
Bingo—20th August 

Halloween Party—29th October 
Craft Fayre—12th November 

An Evening with Charlie Haylock—10th December 
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Sports & Remedial Massage       Swedish & Hot Stone Massage             
Indian Head Massage        Reflexology     Sugaring (Waxing)                    

Hopi Ear Candles      Facials      Basic Manicures        
Basic Pedicures      Eyebrow Shape & Tint      Lymph Drainage                

Facial Massage 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gift Vouchers available 

Also available for sporting and charity events including pamper evenings 

 

Ring or text for information or to book an appointment 

Meadow View, Maple Close, Yaxley 

Email: ebmassage@btinternet.com 
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Does your Oil Tank need replacing? 
We are your local oil tank installer established 
since 1989 with over 16,000 installations to date 

• New oil tank installations, relocations and servicing 

• Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks 

• Kingspan Titan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in 
stock 

• OFTEC registered 

• Kingspan Titan Accredited 

• Fully insured 

• Parish magazine discount 

• Free surveys 
Tel: 01449 781210 
Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk 
www.tankchange.co.uk 
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Yaxley Jubilee Festivities 
 
Yaxley Residents enjoyed a festive Jubilee weekend supported by all 
those who turned up to enjoy the warm sun at the Yaxley Church 
Commonwealth afternoon or the overcast and a bit chilly Street party 
at the Cherry Tree Pub. 
 
Inside the church, Pauline and her team had spent hours decorating 
the pews and walls with pictures, crafts, flags and information about 
the Commonwealth countries served by Queen Elizabeth 2 for 70 
years. The information areas provided an opportunity to learn about 
unknown facts, indigenous species of animals or reptiles, the lives of 
citizens and the flags of each nation. With heads buzzing from 
learning about the wider world tea and coffee was served by Sandra 
and Ruth in the church, with a range of sandwiches, quiches and 
cakes available in the church porch and a chance to relax outside 
with old and new friends. 

Update from Councillor Nikki Young 
Chair, Yaxley Parish Council 

An enormous THANK 
YOU to Pauline and her 
team of volunteers for 
bringing the church and 
Commonwealth alive, 
providing a substantial 
spread and a truly 
welcoming afternoon. 

Photographs by Rita Hunt 
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The second big event followed the next day at the Yaxley Jubilee 
Lunch. Tables, chairs, bunting and gazebos had magically appeared 
on the street outside and in the gardens, a very big THANK YOU 
goes to Ian Muir, Ian Luff, John Hawes, Julian Moore, Celia 
Armstrong, and to Charlie our host. Sam and Muriel organised and 
collected 40kg of chicken fillets from Cranswick who kindly donated 
it to the village. Rachel and her team of helpers converted all 40kg 
into a sublime chicken curry and coronation chicken baguettes which 
were served all afternoon along with the vegetarian option. 
Additional sandwiches, snacks and even more cakes were available 
on the tables with the masses of food brought along by the villagers 
attending the event. 

 

Tina, Celia and Larraine organised the raffle, selling tickets, setting 
out the prizes and everyone dug deep into the pockets to raise 
money for the Air Ambulance and East Anglia Children's Hospice 
Charities. 
 
Tina demonstrated her wonderful loud voice to not only sell tickets 
but announce the winners of hampers, cupcakes, bottles of booze 
and a special prize for Alex for his contribution to setting out the 
tables, crayons and pictures earlier in the afternoon. Tina won the 
prize for best Jubilee decorated property and we have high hopes for 
what she and her family will be treating us to this Christmas. 

Photographs by 
Nikki Young 
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A big THANK YOU must of course go to Charlie and Rachel who 
did a stunning job hosting the afternoon keeping our glasses 
topped up at the bar and our plates filled with chicken delights. 

 
Well done and THANK YOU to everyone who joined us to have a fun, 
family friendly afternoon. It was a joy to see old and new village 
friends enjoying and sharing the day. Feedback has been hugely 
positive with a often repeated request to do something similar later in 
the year, I have heard talk of next weekend and two months time….! 
Yaxley did Her Majesty proud with the support of 
Drax Power (Jubilee Coins) 
Cranswick (Chicken) 
Parish Council, Village Hall Committee, Parish Church, Cllr Jessica 
Fleming and Cllr David Burn (funding) and Cherry Tree Pub. 

 

Photographs 
by Tuna 
Tubey 
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Yaxley Parish Council 

Traffic 
Speeding vehicles in the village remains at the top of the Council's 
agenda. Solutions other than prosecution which requires the 
support of Suffolk Constabulary are about preventing this danger in 
the first place. We are looking at further speed and weight 
restrictions, permanent speed safety cameras, speed humps and 
traffic Islands through the village to Mellis. We are aware speed 
humps are likely to be a noisy option for residents living along the 
road and islands may cause access problems for bona-fide large 
vehicles, but solutions are needed and require the support of 
villagers. If you have any alternate ideas for addressing speeding in 
the village please let us know. All options will cost money and we 
need your support and help to get the organisations with funds to 
take notice of our need for safety. Don't forget you can help by 
lobbying Suffolk County Council, the PCC Tim Passmore, our safer 
neighbourhoods team based in Eye, and your M.P Dan Poulter for 
action. 
 

Cherry Tree Close 
The adoption of the Cherry Tree Close roads remains an 
outstanding problem. Highways and Suffolk County Council along 
with developer (s) are responsible for the adoption of the roads 
process and this has been a concern of residents for TWENTY 
YEARS. We have been in contact with the County lawyers 
requesting action is taken, we await a response. Again your help 
with lobbying the relevant organisations can make a difference. 
 

Infrastructure 
I am aware that many of you have noted the monies the Parish 
Council holds on behalf of the village. We are looking at 
infrastructure projects that could assist the village including 
updating the play area and providing sustainable water supplies to 
the allotments amongst others. If you have any ideas or proposals 
please let us know. 
 

Litter 
Fly tipping on Judy's Lane has been taking place in the last few 
weeks. The refuse team from MSDC dealt promptly with refuse but 
its a problem that needs ongoing monitoring. 
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Old Ipswich Road Layby 
The layby at the bottom end of Old Ipswich Road continues to 
attract drug selling problems for residents in that area of the 
village. Whilst Suffolk Constabulary advise they don't have the 
staff to deal with the offences, the Parish Council has contacted 
the PCC Tim Passmore requesting action. We are also looking at 
closure of the layby but we note that in doing so it either moves 
the problem to other areas or reduces places for lorry drivers to 
take rest periods. The latter may be resolved in the future if 
planning consent is granted for a lorry parking/ rest area is 
granted off the A140  Thrandeston Roundabout. 
 

Citizens Advice 
The Eye Library continues to provide a Citizens Advice Drop In 
Service on Friday mornings 0900 - 1230 and Barclays Bank offers 
a weekly advice session on Wednesdays 1000 - 1600 both are 
really helpful in the current financial crisis for residents looking for 
help and support. 
 

Councillor Pawsey 
Unfortunately, Cllr Keith Pawsey, continues to experience ill health 
and has been admitted to hospital. He is much missed and we 
hope he will recover soon. 
 

Cllr Nikki Young  

Chair Yaxley Parish Council 

Thanks to Photographers and 
Artists 

I would like to thank everyone who sent me 
pictures of the Jubilee and also for the 
wonderful response to my plea for photos 
suitable for front covers.  

Abby 
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Pictures taken by Nikki 
Young of the Trooping  
of the Colours  
which she  
attended  
as an RBL  
Veterans  
guest  
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Yaxley Village Hall 
Saturday 20th August 

 

7.00 p.m. with “eyes down” 
at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Bring your own nibbles and drinks 

 
Everyone welcome 
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Registered as a company limited by guarantee in England & Wales 
Registered office as above.  Registered No: 6772134 

Registered Charity No: 1127983 

LOOKING FOR A GREAT PRE-SCHOOL FOR YOUR 
CHILD? 

 
NEED BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE? 

 
Pre-School Sessions Available Now for all 2, 3  

and 4 year olds. 
 Funded session available. 

 
Breakfast and After School Club is available to all  
Pre-School and Mellis Primary School Children. 

 
We are open term time, Monday-Friday 7.45am-5.00pm.  

 
For more information or to book a visit please get in touch  

 

Early Years Provision 
Mellis CEVCP School, Yaxley Road, Mellis, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 

8DP 
Website: www.ympreschool.co.uk 

Email: contactus@ympreschool.co.uk       
Telephone:  01379 788458 

http://www.ympreschool.co.uk
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Professional 
Decorators 

 
High quality, reliable 
service for all your 
interior and exterior 

requirements 
 

Telephone: 01379 
586768 

Mobile: 07766 982600 

 
 

KEVIN EMANS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 
  Grass Cutting 
  Hedge Trimming 
  Weeding 
  Lawn Edging 
  Pruning 
  Strimming 
  Mulching 
  Jet Washing 

 
For more information please ring  

or email Kevin on 
Mobile: 07801 540045 
Home: 01953 681198 

Email: 
kevinemansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com 

Mark Jardine 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

All Household Plumbing, Large or Small 
Full Bathroom Installation 

Domestic Heating, Radiators, Pumps etc. 
Water Softeners 

All Work Anglian Water Certified 

24 Hour Emergency Call Out 
 

 

 

 

 
            Anglian Water Approved 
 

Tel: 01728 628291 
Mob 07854 924801 

Email: mgjardine@btinternet.com 
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Emergency numbers 
 Eye Health Centre  
 NHS Direct 
 Botesdale Health Centre 
 Citizens’ Advice Bureau (Diss) 
 Suffolk Police (non-emergency) 
 Suffolk Fire Safety 
 Electricity (emergency) 
 Anglian Water (emergency) 
 Essex and Suffolk Water (emergency) 

       01379 870689 
       0845 4647   
       01379 898295 
       01379 640530 
       just phone 101 
       01473 260586 
       0800 783 8838 
       0800 145145 
       0845 7820999 

Supply your news/village events by 15th of the month please to  
Abby Brett at Willow Lodge, Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley, IP23 8BX 

telephone 01379 783984 or email: tony1andabby2@hotmail.com 

Business advertising 
The cost of advertising per month is: £4.00/quarter page, £7.00/half page,  

£12.00/whole page. Please contact Tony Brett, as above. 
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A friend of mine was recently victim to a WhatsApp phone scam, and 
ended up sending money to someone.  I always though “I’d never fall 
for it” but the messages the scammer exchanged with her seemed so 
plausible.  It’s made me feel a little nervous, as I feel it could so 
easily have been me. How can I keep myself safe from scammers? 

Phones and computers are a brilliant resource for staying connected with 
family and friends.  However, they are also an opportunity for scammers to 
hide behind a screen and try to trick people in parting with their money. 
There are still plenty of phone call scams, such as pretending to be from the 
victim’s bank, as well as newer scams like on WhatsApp and Facebook. 

An increasingly common scam on WhatsApp is a scammer messaging 
someone claiming to be a loved one, who desperately needs some money to 
get home or another urgent need.  As the scammer will use a generic term 
like “it’s mum, I need help” or “dad, can you help me”, people can often get 
caught in trying to help and are tricked into transferring money.  If you get a 
message like this, call the number you already have for that loved one to 
hear their voice and speak to them.  You can then confirm whether the 
request is legitimate. 

There are many other scams similar to this, so if your unusual contact does 
not fit this example, it does not mean it is legitimate. 

This checklist can help you decide if something is a scam:  

• You don’t recognise the individual or organisation.  If you do recognise 
them, have they contacted you in the normal way? 

• You can’t confirm their identity.  If they say they are calling from a 
trusted source such as a bank, contact your bank directly to confirm 
their identity.  Be aware that scammers can stay on the line after you 
have hung up, so do this from a different telephone or go into the bank. 

• You’ve been asked to hand over money or personal information. Don’t 
give out pins, passwords, or seemingly random information. Never send 
money to someone you don’t know 

• It seems too good to be true. “Get rich quick” often means “lose money 
fast”! 

• You’ve been asked to pay in an unusual way.  Such as online vouchers 

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on this or any other 
issue, including debt, employment, benefits and family law.  You can 
contact them on 01449 676060 or use the contact form at 
midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.  For more information and our 
opening hours go to midsuffolkcab.org.uk. 
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This year, the State Opening of Parliament saw HRH the Prince of Wales deliver HM the 
Queen’s speech for the first time, due to concerns around HM the Queen’s health.  The 
State Opening marks the beginning of a new Parliamentary session and the Queen’s Speech 
set out 38 new Bills which will help the Government to continue delivering on its top 
priorities. 

Amidst those new Bills is the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill, which will deliver 
planning reforms, regenerate towns and cities and shift powers down from central 
Government to local leaders, giving communities a louder voice and empowering them to 
shape their own futures.  

Whilst I welcomed earlier plans to reshape planning policy, the one size approach proposed 
was not appropriate for Suffolk and I was very pleased to have played my part in delivering 
a rethink on that earlier White Paper.  So, whilst the devil lies in the detail and I await full 
sight of the detail in the new proposed planning reforms, I am pleased that the voice of 
local communities will be heard as part of the new reforms.  I have always taken the view 
that any development should be appropriate, protecting our greenbelt land wherever 
possible and retaining the fabric, heritage and character of our rural villages and small 
towns here in Suffolk.  It is vital that any development should be delivered through a truly 
locally led planning system and communities should retain the right to shape the areas in 
which they live, something which this new Bill should help to enshrine in law. 

I have also written recently about how rising energy costs caused by the conflict in Ukraine 
have reinforced the need to improve Britain’s energy security.  We have finally realised the 
importance of being less reliant upon foreign supplies for our energy and the need to 
improve our own energy security.  The sustainable answer to securing our energy and fuel 
needs must come through investment in carbon neutral and renewable sources, so I 
welcome the proposed Energy Security Bill which will ultimately deliver a more secure, 
homegrown, and cheaper energy network for all of us. 

I was delighted to welcome the Education Secretary, the Rt. Hon. Nadhim Zahawi, to 
Stradbroke where he met with Head Teachers from schools across Central Suffolk and 
North Ipswich.  He spoke to them about his aspirations for driving up standards for all 
children and the increased funding which has been secured via the Schools Bill.  I have 
long been pushing for more money for our schools here in Suffolk and very much welcome 
this additional investment which will help to drive up standards and help our children catch 
up on lost learning during the past two years. 

Finally, I particularly welcome the new Mental Health Bill and hope to be able to use my 
own knowledge and experience as a mental health doctor to be part of the early scrutiny 
process in shaping this Bill, so that sensible and appropriate changes can be made to ensure 
that it better benefits and meets the needs of patients here in Suffolk. 


