
  

 

December 2022 & January 2023 

 

Y axley Mes senger 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

Xmas Bingo   3rd December 
Mellis Farmers Markets 3rd & 17th December 

An Evening with Charlie Haylock   10th December 
Crib Service   24th December 

Soup Lunch 14th January 
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Will be in the church porch  

from the beginning of December, 

for people to add their messages. 

 

A tin with tags and a pen  

will be near it. 

                                  Pauline 
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Christmas Bingo 

at Yaxley Village Hall 
 

Saturday, 3rd December 
7.00 for 7.30  

 

Bring all the family! 

Free Entry (Bingo Books £1 each) 

Prizes Galore & Grand Raffle 

 

Bring your own  

drinks & nibbles 
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Home-made soup and roll 

Mince pie and coffee or tea 
 

Raffle 
 

All proceeds to St Mary’s Church 

Please let me know if you can 
give soup and/or mince pies, or 

if you can help on the day 
Pauline Smith 01379 783016 
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Clubs and Societies 

The Art Club  
 

Meets in the Village Hall on Tuesdays 10.00 a.m. – 12 noon 
 

Dec 6th, 13th and 20th 
Jan 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st 

(Note: NO Art on 27th Dec and 3rd Jan) 
All abilities welcome, £3.00.  Come and create something artistic. 

 

Further details: Chris Virgo 788819. 

The Garden Club 
 

The next meeting is on 1st December 
at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall for Quiz & Social Evening 
5th January will be the AGM and Fish & Chip Supper 

Visitors Welcome:  £3 to include light refreshments 
 

More details:   Celia Pearson 788494  

The Four Seasons Ladies’ Group  
 

Next meeting January 17th at 2 p.m. 
In the Village Hall 

 

(No meeting in December) 
 

More details:   Celia Pearson 788494  

Yaxley and Mellis Reading Group 
 

Enjoy reading?  Want to discuss books with others? 
 

Fourth Thursday afternoon of the month 
 

Further details: Marie Needham 07904 121215 mnwhizz@yahoo.co.uk 

The Yaxley Needlework and Craft Group  
 

December 14th and January 11th and 25th 
at 2 p.m. in the Village Hall   

Share skills, complete projects—with tea and chat £2.50 
Do come along and join us. 

 
More details: Celia Tel 788754  or email: celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk
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The Parish Clerk may be contacted by phone on 01379 783203 or 07958 623897 
between 9.00 am and 7.00pm from Monday to Friday and on Saturday from 9.00am to 
1.00pm.  Please leave a voicemail message if there is no reply and the Clerk will return 
your call as soon as possible.  Contact may also be made by email:-  
philip.c.freeman@btinternet.com or by letter to: Philip Freeman, 2 Mellis Road, 
Thrandeston, Diss, IP21 4BU 
If there is an emergency then please phone 07958 623897 
Website:  http://yaxley.onesuffolk.net 
 
 
 

Councillors:    N Young (Chairman)   I Luff       K Pawsey     Roy Hall    
                      J R Hawes   J R A Moore  C Wright   James Laughlin   Karin Stubbbington 

 
The Parish Council 

 

The agenda/notices are on the Parish Noticeboard five days prior 
to the meeting 

 St Mary’s Church  
welcomes you back to the  

Crib Service  
after two years absence 

 

24th December  
at 4 p.m. 

 
With carols, mince pies and  

mulled wine  

mailto:celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk


8 

 

St. Mary’s Church 
South Hartismere Benefice 

December 2022 

The Great Invitation 

You are invited…. I wonder what is the best invitation you have ever received?  

When I was a child, my mum always propped up invitations on the mantelpiece as a 
reminder of something exciting to look forward to.  It felt very special to be invited to a 
party, a wedding, an anniversary or other special occasions.   

At Christmas time we will hear again the words of the angels to the shepherds, ‘I bring 
you good news that will cause great joy for all peoples.’  It is an unending song of 
invitation, echoing through all ages, for all people.  It is an invitation to know the love, 
hope and salvation offered by Jesus.  Shepherds were the lowest in society, and would be 
among those who were not invited.  They must have thought that they would not be 
welcome at the birth of a king, yet they were the first to receive the invitation, and the 
first people to see the new-born child. 

Following a series of difficult Christmases, our churches are hoping that Christmas 2022 
offers a chance for everyone to take part in services and events that haven’t been 
possible recently.  We are encouraging everyone to share the joy of gathering together to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus with your family, friends and neighbours - especially after 
two years where this has been impossible for many. 

This is the great invitation to follow the star as the wise men did, to lead you to wonder 
again at the miracle of the Christmas, and to enter into a story that lasts long after 
Christmas has finished.  

Carol services, Crib Services, Christingles and outdoor events are waiting for you to 
respond to the invitation.  Follow the star, push open the door and enter into the joy of 
Christmas. 

Details of Christmas services and events in all our churches can be found elsewhere in 
the magazine. 

Wishing you every blessing for Christmas and the New Year.   

Julia 

 

From the Parishes             

In Loving Memory: Geoffrey Mountford, Rishangles;  John Stenhouse, Yaxley; Joyce 
Spence, Mellis. 

At time of going to press, details of 
January’s services were not available.  
Please consult Facebook or the church 

noticeboard 
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November, a month of memorial, and so some books that offer 
insight into the horrors of past conflicts, and personal reflections 
from those that were there. 
 

Forgotten Voices of the Great War  
by Max Arthur 
In their words, those that survived.  Initially recorded as an 
archive on tape for the Imperial War Museum, this book brings to 
print the memories of many, remembering so many more. 
 

Last Post  
by Max Arthur 
The last words of the final British surviving veterans of the First 
World War.  Henry Allingham, Harry Patch, George Rice.  We will 
remember them. 
 

Double Cross  
by Ben Macintyre 
From the author of Operation Mincemeat and the SAS Rogue 
Heroes books.  This is 1944, and the need to fool Hitler into 
thinking that the invasion would be in Calais, and not Normandy.  
The detail of the deception, the invention of an army that didn’t 
exist and the success are all utterly fascinating. 
 
 

A Handful of Toads  
by Lynette Barlow 
Not my usual type of book at all! A family move away from what 
had been a rural area, increasingly urbanised , to a very rural area 
in Wales.  A meandering tale of the challenges faced, new friends 
gained, and skills of survival needed in the extremes of winter.  
Gentle, humorous and a nice change. 
 
 

The Yaxley Book Shelf  Vol 11 

By Andrew Martinelli…. 
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And finally, a reflection  
 

Tomorrow Will Be a Good Day  
by Captain Tom 
 
His autobiography.  So much more to learn of the man who, for a 
family bet, started to walk with his frame around the garden.  His 
early life in Yorkshire, wandering the hills with his dog, riding his 
motorbike and then into war, before finally the covid days.  A truly 
inspirational man.   
 

“The secret to tackling any challenge is to treat it just 
like my walk”. 

 
 

Share your favourite/ latest books with us—just a few words 
on each will do 

Email your notes to me at tony1andabby2@hotmail.com 

Abby 

Did You Know ….? 
 
 
 

The Village Hall now has its own website 
 
 
Find it at: 
 

www.yaxleysuffolkvillagehall.co.uk 
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GUTTER CLEANING TIME  
IS HERE 
 
DIRTY GUTTERS? 
 
Don’t risk it—let me climb the 
ladder and do the dirty work 

SPECIAL FOR DECEMBER:  £10 OFF 
WHEN YOU QUOTE …..DIRTYWORK 

 
Call Rob @RJTMAINTENANCE 

07973189428 
 

WE HAVE PUBLIC LIABILITY 
Local firm based in Yaxley, Eye 

Yaxley Village Hall presents 
 
An Evening with Charlie 
Haylock 
 
Saturday 10th December 2022 
7.00 for 7.30        
 
Tickets £8.00 each 
From Ian and Celia at 
The Red House 
Old Ipswich Road 
Yaxley 
Tel 01379 788754                  
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The Cherry Tree 
OLD NORWICH ROAD, YAXLEY, EYE IP23 8BH 

Tel: 01379 783 820  

Check our Facebook page for opening 
times and events 
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 Deep Tissue & Remedial Massage       Swedish & Hot Stone Massage             
Indian Head Massage        Reflexology     Sugaring (Waxing)                    

Hopi Ear Candles      Facials              
Basic Pedicures      Eyebrow Shape & Tint      Lymph Drainage                

Facial Massage 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gift Vouchers available 

Also available for sporting and charity events  

including pamper evenings 

 

Ring or text for information or to book an appointment 

Meadow View, Maple Close, Yaxley 

Email: ebmassage@btinternet.com 
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Christmas may be a time to remember family and friends - but 
Dogs Trust Snetterton is also asking local dog owners to 
remember their four-legged friends this festive time, with a 
Canine Care Card. 
 
The Canine Care Card is a free service, which helps to ensure your 
dog’s future, in the event of you either passing away, receiving a life-
changing diagnosis or moving into a care home. This can often be a 
great concern to some people, who perhaps do not have a family 
member or friend in a position to look after their dog, should the 
worst happen. Therefore, by signing up to the service, Dogs Trust can 
offer peace of mind, reassuring you that your faithful friend will be 
well cared for by the charity. 
 

It is easy to sign up to the service, which simply asks for some 
information on your dog, including their likes and dislikes, as well as 
your dog’s medical history and your vet details. It also asks for you to 
confirm who you would like as your Dog Guardian. This should be 
someone you trust, like a friend, family member, solicitor, neighbour 
or vet, who can sign over ownership of your dog to Dogs Trust on 
your behalf, should you become seriously ill or pass away.  
 

You can register online by going to www.dogstrust.org.uk and 
searching for ‘Canine Care Card’ - or if you do not have access to the 
internet, you can request a paper version of the application form. 
Once the form is submitted, Dogs Trust will then write to you, to 
confirm when your application has been processed. 
 

Once signed up, should your card ever need to be activated, Dogs 
Trust will then arrange with your Dog Guardian for your dog to come 
into the rehoming centre or into foster care. With a team of vets, 
trainers and behaviourists on hand if needed, your dog will then be 
welcomed, loved and well cared for by the charity, who will work 
tirelessly to find a loving new home for your much-loved canine 
companion. 
 
If you would like further information about the Canine Care 
Card, or to request a paper application form, please contact 
Dogs Trust Snetterton’s Supporter Relations Officer, Paige 
Pope, at paige.pope@dogstrust.org.uk or phone 01953 
497912. 

Remembering your 
Faithful Friend this 

Christmas 
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Having recently taken over from The 
Stenhouse family, we aim to retain the 
character, heritage and high standard of 
The Auberge. Adding our own personal 
touches after a short period of 
refurbishment, we are now open and 
eager to welcome all, from the 
surrounding area.  
 
We are still a family run business 
passionate about engaging with the local 
community and creating unforgettable 
moments. Three generations of family are 
all involved with some aspect of the 
property and it is that feeling of collective 
we wish to share with anyone who steps 
through the door. Our belief is that 
excellent produce does not travel and we 
pride ourselves on using the finest that 
Suffolk and Norfolk have to offer.  
 

The Auberge 

Taking over the business in October 2022, our ambition is to create a truly immersive 
experience where you can both feel at home after a long day of meetings or spoil 
yourself as part of an indulgent staycation. The Yaxley Bull, a homage to the coaching 
inn which still stands, will be open for dinner Tuesday through to Saturday and lunch 
Wednesday to Sunday. With a seasonal A La Carte selection and bespoke menus for 
notable dates.  
 
With eleven beautifully decorated and well equipped bedrooms nestled next to our 
intimate restaurant, situated at the heart of this original coaching inn. The wooden beams 
and hypnos beds come together in merging the old with the new. 

 
We look forward to meeting you, 
learning about your relationship 
with the area and hearing stories 
you may have to help us share the 
love of the local area with our 
guests.  



18 

 

 

‘To Be Our Best.’ 
Is Your Child Starting School in 

September 2023? 

Book a personal appointment to 

view the School on 

01379 783376  

or Email 

office@mellisprimaryschool.org 
 

Find out more about us by visiting our Blog 

On the Homepage of our website 

www.mellis.suffolk.sch.uk 

Instagram: search for ‘mellisceprimaryschool’ 

mailto:office@mellisprimaryschool.org
http://www.mellis.suffolk.sch.uk
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Does your Oil Tank need replacing? 
We are your local oil tank installer established 
since 1989 with over 16,000 installations to date 

• New oil tank installations, relocations and servicing 

• Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks 

• Kingspan Titan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in 
stock 

• OFTEC registered 

• Kingspan Titan Accredited 

• Fully insured 

• Parish magazine discount 

• Free surveys 
Tel: 01449 781210 
Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk 
www.tankchange.co.uk 
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Registered as a company limited by guarantee in England & Wales 
Registered office as above.  Registered No: 6772134 

Registered Charity No: 1127983 

LOOKING FOR A GREAT PRE-SCHOOL FOR YOUR 
CHILD? 

 
NEED BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE? 

 
Pre-School Sessions Available Now for all 2, 3  

and 4 year olds. 
 Funded session available. 

 
Breakfast and After School Club is available to all  
Pre-School and Mellis Primary School Children. 

 
We are open term time, Monday-Friday 7.45am-5.00pm.  

 
For more information or to book a visit please get in touch  

 

Early Years Provision 
Mellis CEVCP School, Yaxley Road, Mellis, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 

8DP 
Website: www.ympreschool.co.uk 

Email: contactus@ympreschool.co.uk       
Telephone:  01379 788458 

http://www.ympreschool.co.uk
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Professional 
Decorators 

 
High quality, reliable 
service for all your 
interior and exterior 

requirements 
 

Telephone: 01379 
586768 

Mobile: 07766 982600 

 

Nick Bobby 

Tree Services 
 

NPTC and LANTRA qualified  
 

Professional Service  
 

Competitive rates  
 

All aspects of tree work  

undertaken  
 

Professional hedge cutting/

reducing  

 
www.nickbobbytreeservices.co.uk 

Free quotations call: 01379 871459 

or  07545 989081 

 
 

KEVIN EMANS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 
  Grass Cutting 
  Hedge Trimming 
  Weeding 
  Lawn Edging 
  Pruning 
  Strimming 
  Mulching 
  Jet Washing 

 
For more information please ring  

or email Kevin on 
Mobile: 07801 540045 
Home: 01953 681198 

Email: 
kevinemansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com 

Mark Jardine 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

All Household Plumbing, Large or Small 
Full Bathroom Installation 

Domestic Heating, Radiators, Pumps etc. 
Water Softeners 

All Work Anglian Water Certified 

24 Hour Emergency Call Out 
 

 

 

 

 
            Anglian Water Approved 
 

Tel: 01728 628291 
Mob 07854 924801 

Email: mgjardine@btinternet.com 
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Emergency numbers 
 Eye Health Centre  
 NHS Direct 
 Botesdale Health Centre 
 Citizens’ Advice Bureau (Diss) 
 Suffolk Police (non-emergency) 
 Suffolk Fire Safety 
 Electricity (emergency) 
 Anglian Water (emergency) 
 Essex and Suffolk Water (emergency) 

       01379 870689 
       0845 4647   
       01379 898295 
       01379 640530 
       just phone 101 
       01473 260586 
       0800 783 8838 
       0800 145145 
       0845 7820999 

Supply your news/village events by 15th of the month please to  
Abby Brett at Willow Lodge, Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley, IP23 8BX 

telephone 01379 783984 or email: tony1andabby2@hotmail.com 

Business advertising 
The cost of advertising per month is: £4.00/quarter page, £7.00/half page,  

£12.00/whole page. Please contact Tony Brett, as above. 
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Last year I fell for a scam when I was doing my Christmas shopping.  The scam was clever.  
I thought I was getting a good deal but didn't realise I was being scammed until it was too 
late.  How can I avoid the same thing happening again this year? 

 

Scammers’ tactics become more sophisticated every year, making scams tricky to recognise, 
but there are things you can look out for. 

If it seems too good to be true, it probably is.  For example, tickets to an event that are much 
cheaper than they’re being sold elsewhere, or a holiday that’s a lot less than you’d expect to 
pay. 

Be wary of people contacting you out of the blue on social media sites or via text and email 
offering an item for sale or deal on something. 

Do your research. If you’re buying from a website you haven’t used before, spend a few 
minutes researching it.  A good place to start is finding a website’s terms and conditions. You 
should also look up the company’s address, this can normally be found in the website’s 
‘contact us’ section and should have a street name, not just a PO box.  If it’s a registered UK 
company you can check its details on the Companies House website at gov.uk/get-information-
about-a-company 

Check to see what people have said about the company.  It’s worth looking at different review 
websites to see other people’s feedback – don’t rely on reviews the company has put on its own 
website. 

Scammers will often ask you to pay in an unusual way, or very quickly.  For example, you’re 
asked to send money through a transfer service like MoneyGram or Western Union or pay via 
vouchers. 

Remember never give away your personal information like a password or PIN and never click 
on or download anything you don't trust. 

To hear about scams in Suffolk, you can sign up to the very useful Trading Standards email at 
suffolk.gov.uk/community-and-safety/suffolk-trading-standards/become-a-consumer-champion 

If you’ve transferred money, speak to your bank and the police.  You should also contact the 
police if the scammer is in your area or you feel unsafe. 

Don't feel embarrassed about reporting a scam – scammers are clever and it can happen to 
anyone.  Reporting a scam helps track down and stop scammers, helping to prevent it from 
happening to others too. 

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on this and other issues, including debt, 
employment, benefits and family law.  You can contact them on 01449 676060 or use the 
contact form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us . More information and our opening hours 
can also be found at  midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us .. 
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Whilst I am pleased that we are now moving forward with our new Prime 
Minister, during these recent weeks and months, it has been more 
important than ever for me to focus on the issues which matter to us locally 
here in Suffolk.  That’s why I was delighted to recently welcome to 
Parliament a delegation of farmers and food producers from Fram 
Farmers.   

Following a tour of Parliament, I was pleased to host a meeting with Fram 
Farmers where I heard first-hand about the challenges facing Suffolk’s 
farmers and food producers.  Although it’s fair to say that the discussions 
focused generally on agricultural policy and potential changes on the 
horizon, more detailed conversations were also had around the financial 
challenges affecting farmers and food producers, and indeed all businesses 
here in Suffolk, including the rising cost of fertiliser as a result of the 
ongoing conflict in Ukraine and rising costs of energy and fuel.  

We are all proud of Suffolk’s farmers who produce food which is locally 
sourced to the highest standards.  I have always believed in the importance 
of UK farmers having a fair and level playing field with farmers from other 
countries, especially in areas like animal welfare standards, food labelling 
and quality of grain entering the food chain.  In all of these areas, our own 
farmers are world class.   

Whilst I regularly visit farms and food producers across Central Suffolk and 
North Ipswich, it was great to also be able to welcome some of them to 
Parliament.  It is vital that our Government policies are fit for purpose and 
it’s important to hear the impact that any changes will have on the ground 
for our local food producers.   

I will always do my very best to support Suffolk’s farmers and food 
producers and I will continue to speak with Ministers to make sure that their 
voices are heard in Parliament.  The effects of the ongoing Avian Influenza 
outbreak Suffolk are of significant concern and this is why I have been 
pressing Government Ministers to better support this important sector.  it is 
essential that the Government continue to consider the impact that these 
issues have on our farmers, food producers, retailers and ultimately the 
consumer. 

Agriculture, food and drink remain central to our local economy with more 
than one in seven jobs in Suffolk having some link to food production.  We 
really are incredibly lucky to have such wonderful farmers and food 
producers on our doorstep and in the run up to Christmas, like you, I will be 
supporting them by buying local produce and gifts. 

As always, if you have any issues which I can help with at one of my local 
advice bureaus, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with my office via 
www.drdanielpoulter.com.  


