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An Evening with Charlie Haylock 

Yaxley Village Hall 

 

Saturday 10th December 

Tickets available 

from 1st September 

See page 12 
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Clubs and Societies 
The Art Club  

 

Meets in the Village Hall on Tuesdays 10.00 a.m. – 12 noon 
 

Aug 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th 
All abilities welcome, £3.00.  Come and create something artistic. 

 

Further details: Chris Virgo 788819. 

The Garden Club 
 

The next meeting is on 4th August  
Evening visit to Holm House Garden 

 

More details:   Celia Pearson 788494  

The Four Seasons Ladies’ Group  
 

Next meeting August 16th at 2 p.m. 
 

“Reflexology” by Donna Potter 
 

More details:  Avril 678749 

Yaxley and Mellis Reading Group 
 

Enjoy reading?  Want to discuss books with others? 
 

Fourth Thursday afternoon of the month 
 

Further details: Marie Needham 07904 121215 mnwhizz@yahoo.co.uk 

The Yaxley Needlework and Craft Group  
 

August 10th and 24th 
at 2 p.m. in the Village Hall   

 

Share skills, complete projects—with tea and chat £2.50 
Do come along and join us. 

 

More details: Celia Tel 788754  or email: celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk
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The Parish Clerk may be contacted by phone on 01379 783203 or 07958 623897 
between 9.00 am and 7.00pm from Monday to Friday and on Saturday from 9.00am to 
1.00pm.  Please leave a voicemail message if there is no reply and the Clerk will return 
your call as soon as possible.  Contact may also be made by email:-  
philip.c.freeman@btinternet.com or by letter to: Philip Freeman, 2 Mellis Road, 
Thrandeston, Diss, IP21 4BU 
If there is an emergency then please phone 07958 623897 
Website:  http://yaxley.onesuffolk.net 
 
 
 

Councillors:    N Young (Chairman)   I Luff       K Pawsey     Roy Hall    
                      J R Hawes   J R A Moore  C Wright   James Laughlin   Karin Stubbbington 

 
The Parish Council 

 

The agenda/notices are on the Parish Noticeboard five days prior 
to the meeting 

St Mary’s Church, Yaxley, will be open daily  from 

10 a.m. to dusk during British Summertime 

Yaxley Coffee Morning 
 

August 24th (the 4th Wednesday of the month)  
at 10 a.m. in the Village Hall   

 

Coffee, home made cake and chat 
Funds raised are for the Church Building Fund 

 

All welcome:  we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible 

mailto:celiaarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk
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St. Mary’s Church 
South Hartismere Benefice 

August 2022 

Who do you say I am?  Depending upon who is asking, will determine the answer given.  If 
you ask one of my children, they will say mum.  My dad will answer, ‘little ‘un’.  In my work 
I’ve been called ‘the puppet lady’ and ‘youth worker’.  

These are all titles that say something of who I am and what I do.  On Saturday 2nd July I 
stepped into a new role as I was ordained deacon.  

Before the ordination I, along with others spent time away preparing, we reflected on the 
question Jesus asked Peter, one of his followers, ‘Who do you say I am?’  We went further 
and asked; ‘Who does Jesus say he is?’ And ‘Who does God say I am?’ Good questions 
and I wonder how you would answer. 

The service was held in the ornated and grand setting of the Cathedral at Bury St 
Edmunds and was full of actions and words that told the story of God, his son Jesus, and 
the life of people who chose to follow his call.  

God calls to each one of us, a call of a still quiet voice, the voice that is easy to miss. We 
need each other and sacred places to enable the noise of busy lives to be hushed, so we 
can hear God’s voice.  

God calls us by name. When I think of how I responded to God’s quiet voice and how I got 
to know God, I describe it in the same way as I get to know a stranger and how they 
become a friend. Firstly, I take careful steps, finding out their likes and dislikes, their 
character and whether they are trustworthy. Can this person make you laugh?  Is this 
person there when you need them most? 

I cannot imagine life without God. Through the many storms and challenges God has been 
my constant strength and companion; at times wiping away my tears and at others 
celebrating, spinning me round in joyful dance. 

For those who hear and follow, the journey of growing deeper in knowing God is an 
adventure. Those who are called to be deacons, have a specific role within the church of 
God. Deacons are called to serve, both within the local churches and their communities, 
we are called to show the love and compassion of God, following the example of Jesus.  

At the cathedral my family and friends, both old and new were there to celebrate. They 
represented many more people, who supported and encouraged me. Thank you to you all, 
for welcoming and walking with me through this exciting part of my life.  

Debbie  

Assistant Curate  

From the Parishes: 

Wedding Congratulations: Richard Tomkinson and Emily Jones and Ross Taylor and Jessica 
Rogers; Gislingham; James Hammond and Kate Archer, Mellis; Oliver Hammond and Lisa 
Bebbington, Thorndon 
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The summer really has arrived.  Hopefully not too hot to enjoy a 
good book or several!   
 

Italian life  
by Tim Parks 

The second of his that I’ve enjoyed.  This time a journey of a 
student travelling and learning of the way that Italy really works or 
doesn’t.  Good fun, and fascinating too, with a sense that you are 
there and experiencing the life as it happens. 
 

The Third Reich Is Listening 
by Christian Jennings 
After reading a lot about Bletchley Park, and continuing with regular 
visits, this was a change.  As the victors write the history this was a 
challenge to the perceived facts.  This time the view from the other 
side, and how the allies assumed that all was secure when they 
sent messages.  Far from it.  An insight into how even the most 
sensitive cross Atlantic calls were listened to. 
 

Dead Simple 
by Peter James 
This was the first of the Roy Grace series, now Grace on ITV.  The 
first explains some of the backstory, a theme of each book.  
Enjoyable crime writing, familiar places if you’ve been to Brighton.  
A gripping tale, the beginning of many from the same author. 
 

Fork Handles, The Bery Vest of Ronnie 
Barker Vol.1 
Memory lane!  The sketches that he wrote, some under the name 
Gerald Wiley.  From the early days in the 1950’s, sketches, songs 
and monologues galore.   
 

The Yaxley Book Shelf  Vol 7 

By Andrew Martinelli…. 



9 

 

Declarations of War 
by Len Deighton 
If you enjoyed the Ipcress File here is something different, that he 
said is not a collection of short stories.  It is, with each short story set 
in a different time  or place.  Well written and insightful.  A good read. 
 

From a guest reviewer 

The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas 
by Ursula K. Le Guin 
Published in 1973, Ursula K. Le Guin’s The Ones Who Walk Away From 
Omelas depicts the utopian city of Omelas, an idyllic city full of peace 
and prosperity for its citizens. However, no perfect society is without 
cost, as in order to maintain the otherwise perfect-seeming city, one 
person must suffer, be locked away and forced to live in poverty and 
misery. And in the city of Omelas, this person is a child. The child is 
neglected, malnourished and lives in "abominable misery", yet the 
rest of the entirety of the city may live free. The short story is centred 
around themes of morality and justice and raises the question of if the 
greater good of all is worth such immense suffering of an individual. 
 

And from Muriel Austin 

The Midnight Library 
by Matt Haigh 
Nora is depressed and wishes to end her life. She transcends into a 
parallel universe where she experiences a series of different ‘lives’ 
that show her what would have been ‘if only she had done that’. She 
enacts all of her life’s regrets through the help of visiting the midnight 
library. Each book is a different life. 
 
Please do not let this grim subject put you off. The book is well 
written, in a thought provoking and surprisingly light way. 
 
 

Share your favourite/ latest books with us—just a few words 
on each will do 

Email your notes to me at tony1andabby2@hotmail.com 

Abby 
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Advertise here 
 
 

for £7 per month 
 
 
 

Contact Tony Brett on  
01379 783984 or  

 
email:  

tony1andabby2@hotmail.com 

 

The Cherry Tree 
OLD NORWICH ROAD, YAXLEY, EYE IP23 8BH 

Tel: 01379 783 820  

Check our Facebook page for opening 
times and events 
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Massage Therapist and Beauty Services 
 

Independent Consultant for  
Neal’s Yard Organic Remedies 

 

Independent Avon Representative 
 

Sports & Remedial Massage       Swedish & Hot Stone Massage      Indian Head Massage        
Reflexology     Sugaring (Waxing)      Hopi Ear Candles      Facials      Basic Manicures        

Basic Pedicures      Eyebrow Shape & Tint      Lymph Drainage      Facial Massage 
 

Gift Vouchers available 

Also available for sporting and charity events including pamper evenings 

Ring or text for information or to book an appointment 
 

Meadow View, Maple Close, Yaxley 
Email: ebmassage@btinternet.com 

01379 788904 or 07894 255613 



12 

 

Charlie Haylock 

Saturday, 10th December 

Village Hall News 

Tickets will be available to purchase from 1st 
September, so buy them early to avoid 
disappointment. 

 

Tickets £8,00 each and available from Ian and Celia at 
The Red House, Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley, telephone 
01379 788754 or email i.muir@btinternet.com 

If you haven’t heard of 
Charlie, he is an extremely 
amusing expert on dialects 
throughout the country, 
especially the Suffolk accent.  
He was the adviser to Ralph 
Fiennes on his accent for the 
film  “The Dig” about the 
Sutton Hoo Viking graves. 

 

We can promise you a really 
entertaining evening 
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Coming Soon to a  

Village Hall Near You 

Bingo—20th August 
Village Hall Quiz—10th September (TBC) 

Halloween Party—29th October 
Craft Fayre—12th November 

An Evening with Charlie Haylock—10th December 

A reminder about 
dogs being walked 
on St George’s Field 
(Village Hall) 

Dog poo has again been found on several 
occasions on the field in recent months and we 
would like to remind dog walkers that, as the 
notice at the gate says, no dog walking is allowed 
as it seems people can’t be trusted to pick up after 
their dogs.  Also, in view of the children’s play 
area, this rule MUST be enforced 
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In 2022 help an 
older person or 
a person with a 
disability, to 
remain safer in 
their home. 

Since 2019 Able Community Care, a Norfolk, 
nationwide, Live-in Care Provider, has been 
offering older people and people with a 
disability, a free door sticker to deter unwanted 
callers. 

It is a fact that older and vulnerable people are 
targeted by fraudulent traders, workmen and 
fake ‘professional’ people such as conmen 
advising they are from the Water Board, Local 
Council, BT, Gas Board, NHS Covid Dept., etc. 

As many people have told us, this sticker on a 
door does mean they walk back down the path. 

To date we have given out nearly 80,000 door 
stickers and if you know of an older person who 
would like to have one, please email us 
at info@ablecommunitycare.com telling us how 
many you would like and the address to send 
them to  

www.ablecommunitycare.com
Nationwide Live-in Care 
Provider since 1980 

mailto:info@ablecommunitycare.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ablecommunitycare.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cde1ee703cb3e417c9ae508da55ca3be8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637916624329366676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIj
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Does your Oil Tank need replacing? 
We are your local oil tank installer established 
since 1989 with over 16,000 installations to date 

• New oil tank installations, relocations and servicing 

• Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks 

• Kingspan Titan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in 
stock 

• OFTEC registered 

• Kingspan Titan Accredited 

• Fully insured 

• Parish magazine discount 

• Free surveys 
Tel: 01449 781210 
Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk 
www.tankchange.co.uk 
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Registered as a company limited by guarantee in England & Wales 
Registered office as above.  Registered No: 6772134 

Registered Charity No: 1127983 

LOOKING FOR A GREAT PRE-SCHOOL FOR YOUR 
CHILD? 

 
NEED BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE? 

 
Pre-School Sessions Available Now for all 2, 3  

and 4 year olds. 
 Funded session available. 

 
Breakfast and After School Club is available to all  
Pre-School and Mellis Primary School Children. 

 
We are open term time, Monday-Friday 7.45am-5.00pm.  

 
For more information or to book a visit please get in touch  

 

Early Years Provision 
Mellis CEVCP School, Yaxley Road, Mellis, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 

8DP 
Website: www.ympreschool.co.uk 

Email: contactus@ympreschool.co.uk       
Telephone:  01379 788458 

http://www.ympreschool.co.uk
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Professional 
Decorators 

 
High quality, reliable 
service for all your 
interior and exterior 

requirements 
 

Telephone: 01379 
586768 

Mobile: 07766 982600 

 

Nick Bobby 

Tree Services 
 

NPTC and LANTRA qualified  
 

Professional Service  
 

Competitive rates  
 

All aspects of tree work  

undertaken  
 

Professional hedge cutting/

reducing  

 
www.nickbobbytreeservices.co.uk 

Free quotations call: 01379 871459 

or  07545 989081 

 
 

KEVIN EMANS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 
  Grass Cutting 
  Hedge Trimming 
  Weeding 
  Lawn Edging 
  Pruning 
  Strimming 
  Mulching 
  Jet Washing 

 
For more information please ring  

or email Kevin on 
Mobile: 07801 540045 
Home: 01953 681198 

Email: 
kevinemansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com 

Mark Jardine 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

All Household Plumbing, Large or Small 
Full Bathroom Installation 

Domestic Heating, Radiators, Pumps etc. 
Water Softeners 

All Work Anglian Water Certified 

24 Hour Emergency Call Out 
 

 

 

 

 
            Anglian Water Approved 
 

Tel: 01728 628291 
Mob 07854 924801 

Email: mgjardine@btinternet.com 
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Emergency numbers 
 Eye Health Centre  
 NHS Direct 
 Botesdale Health Centre 
 Citizens’ Advice Bureau (Diss) 
 Suffolk Police (non-emergency) 
 Suffolk Fire Safety 
 Electricity (emergency) 
 Anglian Water (emergency) 
 Essex and Suffolk Water (emergency) 

       01379 870689 
       0845 4647   
       01379 898295 
       01379 640530 
       just phone 101 
       01473 260586 
       0800 783 8838 
       0800 145145 
       0845 7820999 

Supply your news/village events by 15th of the month please to  
Abby Brett at Willow Lodge, Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley, IP23 8BX 

telephone 01379 783984 or email: tony1andabby2@hotmail.com 

Business advertising 
The cost of advertising per month is: £4.00/quarter page, £7.00/half page,  

£12.00/whole page. Please contact Tony Brett, as above. 
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I have recently been struggling financially, and I don’t know how I’m 
going to afford to feed my family this month. My friend told me I 
could be eligible for Universal Credit – is this right? 

 

You might be able to get Universal Credit if you’re not working or on a low 
income.  You can check if you are eligible by using the webchat at 
citizensadvice.org.uk/helptoclaim or calling for free on 0800 144 8 444.  The 
line is open 8am – 6pm Monday to Friday. 

Universal Credit has replaced older benefits such as Housing Benefit, Income 
Related Job Seekers Allowance and Child Tax Credits for most people.  You’ll 
get a single payment each month, rather than weekly or fortnightly.  You may 
be able to get extra payments if you: 

• look after children, 

• work and pay for childcare 

• need help with housing costs 

• are disabled or have a health condition 

• are a carer for a disabled person or you have a disabled child 

There may also be other benefits you are entitled to, depending on your 
circumstances.  You can use the benefit calculator to find out at gov.uk/
benefits-calculators .  If you need help, then Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can 
do a benefit check for you. 

If you are struggling to buy food, Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can make a 
referral to your local food bank.  They can also talk through your 
circumstances to see if there is other help they can provide or anything else 
you may be eligible for, such as help with your energy bills or school costs. 

 

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on this or any other 
issue, including debt, employment, benefits and family law.  You can 
contact them on 01449 676060 or use the contact form at 
midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.  For more information and our 
opening hours go to midsuffolkcab.org.uk. 
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When visiting local schools and speaking with pupils, I am often asked what the best 
part of my working week is as an MP.  Without a doubt, it is the return journey home 
from Parliament to Suffolk on a Thursday evening and spending Fridays and weekends 
amongst the many communities that I represent. 

One of the many great things about Suffolk is the community spirit, and we saw that in 
abundance at this year’s Suffolk Show.  After two years absence due to the pandemic, 
this year’s event provided the perfect platform to showcase Suffolk’s fantastic farming 
sector and our outstanding local food and drink producers.  Our countryside is part of 
what makes Suffolk so special, and it was fantastic to see everyone back out and 
celebrating our great county.  

It was also a delight to see so many towns and parishes across the county come 
together in celebration of Suffolk and the once in a lifetime Platinum Jubilee.  The 
Queen’s record of public service is second to none.  Our Queen is one of the last of my 
grandparents’ generation – a generation who sacrificed so much during the six long 
years of the second world war to ensure that we can enjoy the freedoms that we take for 
granted today.  The Queen is the very best example of ‘service above self’, which is a 
quality that we were able to celebrate during the Jubilee as Suffolk’s community heroes 
were thanked and recognised.  

For me, the festivities began on the 22nd of May when I joined the Festival of Suffolk 
Jubilee torch as it arrived in Coddenham.  From there, I was delighted to join a myriad 
of events across Central Suffolk and North Ipswich, where I very much  enjoyed 
visiting the many parish fetes, lighting a Jubilee beacon, tree planting ceremonies, 
joining in with traditional games and speaking with so many residents. 

I am always inspired by the strength of community spirit shown by the people of 
Suffolk, especially at remarkable times of celebration such as these.  It was lovely to 
see so many residents, from across generations out for the Platinum Jubilee and paying 
tribute to our Queen and her record of tireless public service. 

I want to give special thanks to the hardworking parish councils, village hall 
committees and event committees.  Events such as these take months to organise, with 
many people working tirelessly behind the scenes to make them a success.  The 
festivities came together seamlessly, and we should all be very proud of the spectacular 
events that were put together for all to enjoy. 

Thank you to everyone who took part – it really was the very best of Suffolk, leading 
into another bumper Suffolk Day on 21st June.  We truly are lucky to live in such a 
special county! 


